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Rabbi Aryeh Zev Ginsberg Discusses Accessing Emunah During Difficult Times
By Daniel Keren
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Rabbi Aryeh Zev Ginzberg, Rav of the Chofetz Chaim Torah Center in Cedarhurst [Long Island] and internationally renowned Maggid Shiur and educator spoke last month at a Flatbush Hakhel January 1st Yarchei Kallah Event on the subject of “Strengthening Emunah in Difficult Times.”


Rabbi Ginzberg said that his topic was a difficult one to speak about, the struggles that Klal Yisroel is going through and how we as Yidden should deal with them and hopefully mechazek (strengthen) ourselves with some of these thoughts.


Rav Moshe Sternbuch frequently recalls something profound that he heard from his teacher Rav Moshe Yehuda Leib Schneider. Rav Sternbuch was 12 years old and was living in London during the World War II years, and was a student in Rav Schneider’s Yeshiva. His Rosh Hayeshiva had escaped from Frankfurt on Main in Germany. Even before he found a place to live and unpack his suitcase in London, Rav Schneider sought a place to teach Torah to young Jews like Moshe Sternbuch.


Once during bein hasedorim Moshe Sternbuch was taking a walk with his rebbe in the park across the street from the London yeshiva. An older bocher (student) started running towards them. Out of breath, he told Rav Sternbuch that he was leaving that day on a ship to go to America to get married and he didn’t know if he would ever come back to England. He therefore wanted a brocha from his rebbe that he would never have to endure difficulties, challenges or obstacles in his life.

An Impossible Brocha to Give


Rav Schneider told his talmid (student) that such a brocha is impossible. Life is full of challenges and the brocha you should ask for and the brocha that I will give you is that Hashem should give you the power and the ability to withstand and persevere despite all the challenges that come to you in life.


Rabbi Ginzberg said that the birthpangs of Moshiach, chevlei haMoshiach are similar to the labor pains that a woman goes through in giving birth to a baby. Yet the result while very painful in the process is ultimately greatly appreciated. The Chofetz Chaim said that this is the challenge for Jews in these days.


Today we live in a time where we insist on answers for all of the great tragedies that regularly strike our nation as whole as well as individuals and families. People are looking for answers. 

Once Rav Moshe Feinstein lost a brilliant son-in-law (Rabbi Moshe Shisgal), a rosh yeshiva at Mesivta Torah Vodaas who died unexpectedly at a young age. At the levaya (funeral) people were murmuring that perhaps it was because Rav Feinstein’s daughter had married someone with the same first name as her father. Rav Feinstein when delivering his hesped (eulogy) said that if anybody thinks they can understand the reasons of the Abishter (our Father in Heaven), they are seriously mistaken.

Reprinted from the January 18, 2019 edition of the Flatbush Jewish Journal.
A Match Made in Heaven
By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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One aspect of the “shidduch crisis” is the money issue. In Yeshivishe circles, when a boy wants to continue learning, it has become customary to expect a substantial dowry to allow the young man to proceed in his studies without pressing financial worries. This poses a serious problem for thousands of middle-income families that barely have enough money to get by. It is especially daunting for families with many girls that cannot possibly manage to bankroll a fleet of kollel yungerleit. 

The focus of this article is not to try to solve this highly problematic issue. Rather, I came across a Medrash that I believe can be a source of chizuk, encouragement, to the many families that face the financial challenges in the shidduch arena.


The Medrash relates that when Yaakov left the academy of Sheim v’Eiver after fourteen years of diligent study and went out to Charan to find a wife, he was in a pensive state of mind. As he was travelling, he started saying the Psalm, “Shir lama’alos, es ha’einai el heharim - A Song of Ascents, as I lift my eyes toward the mountains.” 

The Medrash continues, “Al tikrei heharim, ela hahorim - Do not read it ‘the mountains’ but rather ‘to the ancestors.’ Yaakov somberly reflected how, when it was time for his father to get married, his grandfather Avraham gave his servant Eliezer ten camels, all kinds of jewelry, and kol tuv adonov b’yodo, all the wealth of his master in his hand. Yaakov, on the other hand, was going to procure a wife as an absolute pauper since he was stripped of all his wealth when he was attacked by Eliphaz, son of Eisav.


He continued the Psalm, “Meiayin yavo ezri, From where will my helpmate come?” for we know the Torah refers to a wife as an eizer knegdo. (As an aside, Rav Finkelman reported at the recent Aguda convention that his Rebbe, Rav Moshe Wolfson, Shlit”a, instructed him to say this particular psalm himself when he was dating.) 

Yaakov then continued with the next stanza, “Ezri mei’im Hashem, Osei shamayim v’aretz - My ‘helper’ will come from Hashem, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Yaakov comforted himself, “What am I worrying about? The Gemora teaches us that after Hashem created the world in six days, He spends his time being m’zaveg zivugim, being the world’s Matchmaker, so I’m in good hands.” 
This is comforting chizuk. When Yaakov was pondering his sorry financial straits, he strengthened himself with the knowledge that it is Hashem Who orchestrates everyone’s basherta.


To drive this point home, that all matches are made in Heaven, the Medrash then tells an incredible story. The Medrash informs us that Shlomo HaMelech had a wondrous daughter. She was blessed with beauty, charm, grace, kindness and wisdom. In his employ, Shlomo HaMelech had a battery of stargazers. They reported to him that this daughter was destined to marry a young man who was homeless and penniless.

Rather than react with alarm, as most of us would, with the approval of his daughter, Shlomo decided to use this as a case study to exhibit the ways of Hashem. He transported his daughter to island that could only be reached by the royal fleet. He placed her in a tower and had the tower guarded by seventy of his finest men. He then sat back and said, “Let’s watch how Hashem makes the shidduch.”


A little while later, a young Torah scholar with fine character traits left the study hall. It was a cold night and he was without a home and didn’t even own a coat. As his teeth were chattering from the cold, he set out to look for some refuge from the freezing wind. As he was walking, he chanced upon an ox that obviously had been attacked by a leopard. 

The body of the ox had its interior gutted out but the exterior was still intact. Since he was desperate for some warm shelter, he crept inside the skeleton whose exterior fur provided warmth from the harsh elements and promptly fell into a deep slumber.


In the middle of the night, a large bird searching for dinner, chanced upon the carcass. It swooped down, took the carcass in its beak and flew on-high, taking it for his dinner. The bird landed on the porch of the princess’s tower and ate. 
When it was finished, the bird took its leave. When morning came, our young man awoke, climbed out from the carcass and to his consternation found himself high up in the sky. As he walked to the edge of the balcony, he saw that he was on an island surrounded by many soldiers. Since it was sunrise, he started praying Shacharis. 

In the meantime, the princess came out to the porch to say her daily prayers as well. To her great astonishment, she saw a pious young man praying fervently on her well-guarded porch. When he finished praying, she asked him how he got there and he told her the amazing chain of events that caused him to be standing before her. 

They talked for hours and the princess explained why she was there and asked him if he would agree to marry her. They both descended from the tower to the great shock of all the guards. They were transported back to Shlomo HaMelech who happily gave his blessings to their nuptials and used this as an illustration of how shidduchin are made in Heaven.


Of course, we must make our hishtadus as in anything else. But when we do so, we can be fully confident that Hashem has our backs and will guide all of us, money or not, to our true basherta. May it be the will of Hashem that all those who are seeking their shidduch should find it quickly and easily and may He bless us all with long life, good health, and everything wonderful.

Reprinted from the December 8, 2014 website of Matzav.com.
Thoughts that Count

For Parashat Terumah

And they shall take for Me an offering (Ex. 25:2)

The word "offering" has two meanings: something set aside for a special purpose and that which is picked up and raised. An offering made to G-d achieves both of these objectives. Setting aside one's money to do a mitzva elevates the actual physical object that is bought with that money, transforming the material into holiness, as it says in Tanya: "G-d gives man corporeality in order to transform it into spirituality." (Likutei Sichot)
Reprinted from the Parashat Terumah 5773/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
The Connection of 

The Jews and Gold

From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week's Torah reading, Teruma, opens with G-d's command to the Jews to donate to the Sanctuary: "And you shall give an offering...gold, silver, and brass."

At first glance it seems odd that G-d should list gold first. Would it not have been more appropriate to begin with brass, an item that could be given freely by all, and then work up to the silver and gold, which only wealthy Jews could afford to donate? Although we know that when the Jewish people left Egypt they were inundated with gifts by the Egyptians anxious for them to leave, and that the Jews amassed great wealth during the splitting of the Red Sea, there were always differences in personal wealth between them. In fact, we find that in actuality, much more brass and silver were donated to the Sanctuary than gold. Why then is gold mentioned first?


Furthermore, since the Sanctuary was intended to establish a dwelling for  G-d in this world, would it not have made more sense for it to be fashioned only through the service of the most elevated and sophisticated among the Jews? In reality, however, every single Jew, without exception, was allowed to contribute to its erection.


By way of explanation, Chasidic philosophy teaches that a Jew shares an intrinsic connection to gold. Every Jew, as he exists within the material world, is "G-d's only son," and as such, is by nature rich. The Jew has the potential to give generously, and to give gold. The very Hebrew word for "gold"--zahav--reflects a Jew's tendency to give to others, for our Sages interpret this word as an acronym for the phrase, "He who gives while healthy," that is, a person who gives not to ward off any unfavorable influences, but as a natural expression of his inner self. To emphasize this attribute, the first item asked of the Jewish people was gold.


A Jew is connected to his spiritual source, even within the context of the material world. He is in essence rich, and his inner spiritual wealth should be reflected in actual material wealth. If this is not openly apparent, it is only because G-d desires that the Jew reveal this wealth through his own efforts, that he transform the darkness into light. This, in turn, will draw down an abundance of Divine blessing into the world.


This is especially true in the present time, when the Jewish people have completed all the spiritual tasks demanded of them, and all that is necessary is to actually accept Moshiach. At this time, each and every member of the present generation, the last generation of exile and the first generation of Redemption, is surely worthy of abundant material wealth, which, as Maimonides explains, enables a Jew to devote himself to the study of Torah and the observance of mitzvot in a more complete manner, and to give more charity. This will lead to the construction of the Third Holy Temple, towards which every Jewish man, woman and child will donate, speedily in our days.

Reprinted from the Parashat Terumah 5773/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
The Shmuz on Parshas Trumah
The Mercy of HASHEM
By Rabbi Bentzion Shafier

Founder of TheShmuz.com
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“Speak to the Jewish people and they should take to Me trumah; from each man whose heart so motivates him, you should take My trumah” — Shemos 25:2


The entire Jewish nation — every man, woman, and child — experienced the revelation of HASHEM on Har Sinai. They saw HASHEM as clearly as humans can, and they attained a level of prophecy. Now they were being offered one of the greatest gifts imaginable: HASHEM Himself was going to dwell amongst them. 


They were going to experience HASHEM’s presence regularly, they are being given the opportunity to participate in the building of the greatest edifice ever created — HASHEM’s dwelling place in this world. The gold, silver and copper, the wood, hides and oil will all come from the people themselves: “from each man whose heart so motivates him.” 


It should come as no surprise that the people offered their donations to the Mishkan with zeal and enthusiasm. After only a short while, Moshe had to turn away more donations; there was more collected than could be used.  


Interestingly, the Bal Ha’Turim explains that when HASHEM told Moshe to ask for contributions, He told him to ask in a gentle tone. Since it means that people will have to part with their money, please speak softly. 

It Was All voluntary


This Bal Ha’Turim is very difficult to understand, why would Moshe have to make this appeal in a gentle manner? This wasn’t a tax that the people were being forced to pay. It wasn’t some despot demanding an exorbitant bribe. This was a moment in history-- the Chosen Nation was being given this great opportunity to be a part of building the house of HASHEM, and they understood it for what it was. Why would Moshe have to speak softly? Surely they would give willingly. 

The Jews were fantastically rich


The question is even more pointed because the Jewish people were fabulously wealthy. HASHEM promised Avrohom Avinu that when his children would leave bondage, it would be with great riches. Right before the Jews left, they went to their Egyptian masters and “borrowed” gold, silver, and all types of valuables. They despoiled Mitzrayim, walking out with wealth that had been gathered for hundreds of years.


They were being offered to convert some of that wealth into one of the greatest honors given to man- to become a builder of the Mishkan. This was a singular event in the history of mankind-- For eternity to be the one who provided the precious stones for the ephod, or the one who contributed the gold for menorah.


If every contribution was given willingly, the entire generation had enough to give, and it was a great honor to give, why would HASHEM be concerned that Moshe gently coax them into giving?


The answer to this question can be best understood when we focus on man’s relationship to his Creator.

HASHEM’s relationship to man


The Chovos Ha’Levovos explains that if you to take the most generous, loving person that you have ever met and then multiply that mercy by ten thousand ten thousands, you won’t begin to reach the love that HASHEM has for each of His creations. The one concept that must be firmly embedded in the mind of every Jew is that HASHEM is more concerned for his good than he is, and HASHEM loves him even more than he loves himself. 


This love manifests in many ways. Chazal tell us that HASHEM has mercy on the money of Yisrael, as if to say HASHEM feels badly that the Jewish people have to spend money, even on mitzvahs. Granted it is for their good, and granted it is the greatest investment that they could ever make, but, it means parting with things valuable to them, and if it could be, HASHEM feels badly. 


HASHEM is the Giver, always wishing to share of His good, to give more — not to take. This seems to be the answer to the question on the Bal Ha’Turim: There is no doubt that the chance to contribute something towards the Mishkan is a great honor. Anyone whose donation would be accepted would bear a mark of nobility that he would cherish for years. But it involved his giving. He had to part with some of his wealth, and HASHEM, if it could be, felt badly.


It was as if HASHEM was saying: “Oy, it must be difficult. You have that precious gem, that beautiful gold. I feel badly, even asking.” Even though the act of giving has taken something fleeting and turned it into the greatest investment, something that will remain with them for eternity, at the moment that the person gives over those stones, it was difficult on some level. HASHEM felt his pain, and said: “Moshe, please be gentle with them.”


This is a fantastic illustration of the extent of HASHEM’s humility and concern for us, and the extent to which He is sensitive to our feelings. When we focus on the loving kindness that HASHEM showers upon us daily, we grow in our apperception of that love, and then reciprocally, we feel an overwhelming sense of appreciation and love to our Creator. 

Reprinted from this week’s website on TheShmuz.com This is an excerpt from the Shmuz on the Parsha book.
More Thoughts that Count

Of a talent of pure gold shall it be made (Ex. 25:39)


Man's purpose in life is to illuminate his surroundings with the light of Torah and mitzvot. This responsibility holds true no matter what the individual's circumstances or mood may be. The numerical equivalent of the Hebrew word for talent, "kikar," is 140--the same as the numerical equivalent of "mar" (bitter), and "ram" (lofty). No matter what our situation, our task remains the same. (Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe)
Two and one-half cubits its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height (Ex. 25:10)


The ark was measured in fractions, not whole numbers, teaching us that to achieve spiritual growth, one must first "break down" and shatter one's negative characteristics and bad habits. (Sefer Hamamarim U'Kuntreisim)
Reprinted from the Parashat Terumah 5773/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Rabbi Berel Wein on
Parashat Terumah
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Even though the L-rd requires no building or special place in the universe that He created, the Jewish people are commanded in this week's reading of the Torah to donate special materials and talented labor to begin the construction of such a building, where the spirit of the L-rd, so to speak, will reign. There have been many ideas advanced over the ages as to why such a building was ever necessary for a G-d that prohibits idolatry and is purely a spiritual entity. But this is not the subject of my few words for this Sabbath.


It is rather the fact that wherever the Jews have found themselves, in every far-flung corner of this world, they have always constructed houses of worship and of learning upon which to base their communal life and societal survival. Most of these buildings – those that remain and have not been destroyed by time, changing demographics or wanton evil perpetrated by humans – are no longer serviceable as synagogues, for the Jewish communities that once populated them. So, these buildings have become at best museums and in many, if not most cases, buildings now used for purposes other than Jewish worship services.


Nevertheless, these buildings even if abandoned or not used for their original purpose, stand as mute testimony to the loyalty of the Jewish people and their perseverance in the face of terrible odds and hostile societies. Many of these buildings are now visited by Jewish tourists and some of them are even official national landmarks protected by the governments of those countries. But they all stand as testimony to the one-time presence of a vibrant Jewish community that was determined to continue to worship G-d in its own way and according to its millennia old tradition. The building became the representative of Jewish continuity and survival.


One of the great tragedies of current Jewish life is that so many Jews have abandoned the synagogue and its worship service. Statistics in the United States for instance show that the highest proportion of any religious group in that country that does not attend worship services regularly are the Jews. What has resulted is the disintegration of the Jewish community in that country. 

Synagogues may be merely buildings constructed of bricks, cement, steel or wood. Buildings alone certainly do not guarantee any sort of Jewish future. Wherever these synagogue buildings existed, the Jewish community was able to bring forth generations and remain vital and productive.


It is as though the Torah in this week's reading senses this truth and commands that such buildings be built, from Jewish funds, talent and effort. The blueprint for a synagogue building is a very ancient one and it also details what a synagogue should look like and for what purpose it is to be built and attended. The synagogues and their buildings that exist throughout the world are the signposts of Jewish existence and the eternal witness to the spirituality of its people.

Reprinted from this week’s website of Rabbiwein.com
Spiritual Currency

Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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Parashat Teruma begins with the command, “Ve’yikhu Li Teruma,” instructing Beneh Yisrael to donate materials for the construction of the Mishkan. Curiously, rather than commanding Beneh Yisrael to “give” or “donate” materials, G-d commands them to “take a donation.”  And the question is obvious: how does one “take” a donation?  Why did Hashem formulate the command in this fashion? 

David Ha’melech famously proclaims in Tehillim (49:18), “Ki Lo Be’moto Yikah Ha’kol” – a person does not bring any of his material assets with him to the next world.  


In Jewish tradition, a dead body is buried in plain, simple shrouds with no pockets, emphasizing the point that no matter how much wealth a person accumulates in this world, he takes none of it with him to the next world.  He leaves this world empty-handed.  The currency in this world, whether it’s the U.S. dollar, the Euro, or the Israeli shekel, has no value whatsoever in the next world. 

The only thing a person takes with him in his spiritual currency – his Torah and Misvot.  This cannot be seen, but it – and only it – accompanies a person on his final journey to the next world, where it has enormous value. 

A king once asked Baron Rothschild how much he was worth.  Rothschild gave a number that was around one-tenth of his true worth. 

 “What?!” the king exclaimed.  “You’re trying to fool me?  I know you’re worth at least ten times that!” 

 “No,” the Baron replied.  “You asked me what I am worth, not what my property is worth.  True, my assets are worth ten times as much as what I said, but that is not my worth.  All that can be taken away from me in an instant.  My worth is only the charity I have given.  Those are the only assets that can never be taken away from me.” 

People bring their money to the bank for safekeeping.  Rather than risk losing the cash, they deposit it in their bank account so it will be secure and they can access it later.  This is what we are doing every time we give charity.  We are depositing our money in the safest savings account imaginable.  It is ensured not by the FDIC, but by the Almighty Himself.  


The Rabbi or collector to whom we give the donation is the like the teller. When we give money to the bank teller, we know we are not really giving it to him or her; the teller is just transferring the funds for us into our account.  Similarly, the money we give to charity, every penny of it, is deposited straight into our heavenly account. 

The Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909) once asked, “If there are ten birds on a rooftop, and we shoot two of them, how many remain on the roof?” 

Naturally, his audience replied that eight birds remain on the roof. 

The Rabbi noted that this is incorrect.  The moment the shots are fired, all the other birds fly away.  The only birds that remain on the roof are the dead ones.

He proceeded to explain that this is true of money, as well.  Whatever money we have can so easily “fly away.” It is said that money has wings, and we have seen this happen many times.


People can go to sleep wealthy and wake up poor if their assets devaluate overnight. Ironically, the only assets that we really keep, that stay on the roof, are the “dead” ones – the assets we donate to charitable causes.  These are secure and guaranteed to remain with us for all eternity. 

In this vein, the Ben Ish Hai explained the otherwise peculiar expression, “Ve’yikhu Li Teruma.” When one makes a charitable donation, when one contributes toward the “Mishkan,” he is receiving, not giving.  He is depositing those funds in his own account in the most secure and profitable “savings plan” possible, and earning greater dividends than any other investment could ever yield. 
Reprinted from this week’s website of the Edmund J. Safra Synagogue in Brooklyn, NY.

The Benefit of the Doubt
By Rabbi David Ashear
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If a person works on his Midot and tries to improve his relationship with people, he will find it easier to have Emunah in Hashem. Having patience and judging favorably are the tools we need to trust in Hashem.


I heard a story about a man who we'll call Yaakov, who was making a wedding. He had worked out to have exactly enough money in his bank account to cover the wedding expenses. He brought a bundle of checks with him on the night of the wedding. One he wrote to the caterer, one to the band and another for the florist and so on. He realized that he had misplaced one of the checks, but he had more, so it wasn't a big deal. 


A few days later, Yaakov discovered that some of the checks from the wedding night had bounced. He couldn't believe it; he had been so careful to have sufficient funds to cover everything. He went down to the bank and saw a check made out for five thousand dollars deposited into the account of Mr. Cohen. It was the missing check! It appeared that Mr. Cohen had made out the check to himself. Yaakov couldn't believe it. Mr. Cohen was his friend from Shul. How could he steal like that?


But Yaakov acted the way a Jew is supposed to. He didn't tell anybody about it, not even his wife. He made no negative comments and no Lashon Hara. He decided to call Mr. Cohen personally. The first time he called, there was no answer. The second and third time, also no answer. But he was patient and finally got in touch with him. 


Yaakov asked him how things were going. Mr. Cohen responded, "Actually not so great. Somebody stole my identity and is charging things in my name. It's a very big mess. I'm here with the police now."


Yaakov then realized that Mr. Cohen was innocent. He didn't steal that check; it was the thief that stole his identity. It had looked so clear that Mr. Cohen was guilty. But because Yaakov gave him the benefit of the doubt, he didn't badmouth him, and their relationship remained as strong as ever.


When we learn to give people the benefit of the doubt, it will enable us to give Hashem, as it were, the benefit of the doubt. So many times, we don't understand why Hashem puts us through everything we're going through. It seems as if He is being cruel, Chas V'shalom. But if we would be patient and give Him the benefit of the doubt, we will be able to handle these situations much better, and our relationship with Him will be better than ever.


A very wealthy man recently told me about the first time he travelled for a business meeting many years ago. He flew to another city and was supposed to meet with a buyer at 9:00 AM and take a flight home later that day. He showed up at the office at 8:45 and announced that he had arrived.


 The secretary said that the buyer would see him shortly. Nine o'clock came; ten o'clock came. He was in a private waiting room, so he buzzed again to say that he was still waiting. The secretary said that it shouldn't be too much longer. He waited until eleven, twelve, one and finally at two o'clock, he called his father, the owner of his company and said that he is leaving. His father said, "Please be patient and wait longer." 


He waited until 5:00 PM and was never called. As the buyer was leaving his office, he noticed that man and said, "Are you Mister So and So? I am so sorry. I got caught up with something and totally forgot about our appointment. Will you be in town tomorrow?" 


Although he was supposed to leave that night, he said, "Sure, I'll be here." "Great," the buyer said, "We'll meet early tomorrow morning at seven." The man went to buy a change of clothes for his meeting and stayed overnight in a hotel. The next morning, the buyer arrived early at 6:45, and the man was there waiting. 
The buyer said, "Okay, let's see what you got!" The man took out his samples, and without asking any questions, the buyer ordered a vast quantity of every item that he had. The buyer felt so bad about making him wait the day before, he wanted to make up for it now. The wealthy man told me that that buyer turned out to be one of his best customers over the next fifteen years!


Sometimes it looks like we are being put through hardships for nothing, but we have to be patient. Give Hashem the benefit of the doubt, and one day we will see that everything was always being done for our benefit.

Reprinted from the January 29, 2019 email of Emunah Daily.
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